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Britain's only alternative to intervention and all the
perils such a policy entailed. If when the control
scheme was in full operation there was still inter-
vention, "His Majesty's Government would view
the situation thus created with the gravest con-
cern." This was Mr. Eden's thesis. There is no
doubt that it was Mr. Chamberlain's also. Reading
between the lines, we were not at this stage risking
a general war with the Totalitarian Powers to en-
force the full operation of the control scheme.

The beginning of Mr. Chamberlain's Premiership
coincided with a marked intensification of the con-
flict : the destruction of Guernica horrible in effect,
merely strengthened rival allegiances, for claim and
counterclaim were hurled across the floor of the
House. Mr. Eden's official admission that foreign
aircraft were helping General Franco raised the heat
of Party debate. There followed the bombing of the
Deutschland which provided Hitler with his excuse
to withdraw from the control work of Non-inter-
vention and to take ruthless reprisals on Almeria.
The accumulation of incidents merely fortified
British patience. The Government now put forward
proposals for extending safety zones and establish-
ing a common responsibility if ships were attacked.
Hitler accepted our formula, only to tear passion to
tatters over the so-called Leipzig incident. The
allegation, never substantiated, was that the Leipzig
on patrol duty had been struck by a torpedo. This
was enough for the Fuehrer to throw the whole of
the control system to the winds again. The German
fleet was withdrawn from areas where it was the
object of "Red target practice.'' The Italians fol-
lowed suit, and the Opposition in a debate on June
25th fired another broadside on the whole policy of
Non-intervention. Mr. Chamberlain, in a notable
defence, made it clear that no amount of abuse or